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Racism in the Firekeeper’s Daughter
[bookmark: _GoBack]One of the major social issues discussed in the text is racism. This issue is exposed especially through Daunis who is half-native and half-French. Her maternal family prefers that she acts like a French and not like the native Ojibwe. Additionally, her clansmen do not readily accept her because she is not an enrolled member of the clan. Though Daunis is not affected by the issue of racism, her friends like Teddy and Lily are affected because they are not as white as Daunis. For instance, Daunis has to go shopping for friend Teddy whenever he needs anything across the border. This is because she is white and therefore will not be questioned about what she is going to buy or the amount she has to spend unlike her black counterparts. When Denise gets the opportunity to board the bus, she’s disappointed to realise that there are only two black people in the bus; the remaining passengers are all whites which exposes racism in the text. This novel has made me understand that despite the developments and the attempts by many to stop racism and colourism, this social issue is still a problem in many areas. The problem is that more natives face racism in their own homes and their towns while white people enjoy freedom to do everything they wish without question. This issue is of interest to me because despite the push for international relations and international coexistence, racism is still an issue especially in America where there are people of many races. This has led to the creation of groups like black lives matter in an attempt to restore coexistence without unfair treatment on the basis of race or the colour of the skin.
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